
C2 in Iceland!



Reykjavic





the harbor



Graffiti in Reykjavic



US Embassy:
flag was at half-mast because it 
was 9/11/03.  Connie was briefly 
detained by security for shooting 

this picture!

Recycling is good in Iceland- this 
bin behind the US embassy was 

the worst we saw….



classroom at Sorpa,
the solid waste/ recycling 

company. Ragna Halldórsdóttir
is the education person, we 

really enjoyed our visit with her.



Sorpa bales the solid waste, saving 
space in the landfill.  Businesses 
self-haul their recyclables here.



Residents bring their recyclables 
(including clothing, shoes, furniture, 
candle wax, and hazardous waste, even
asbestos)  to any of several drop-off 
centers.  We were impressed with the 
excellent graphics, and saw virtually no
contamination of recyclables.



Endurvinnslan
processes deposit containers 
and several other recyclables 
including fish nets and 
restaurant grease.  Thorovald
showed us around.  The public 
uses these cool reverse-
vending machines that 
recognize containers optically.



Osar
is a working dairy farm- the young farmer has remodeled 

the old farm house into a guesthouse



The view from our room



Barefoot on the black 
sand beach, we walked 

to Hvitserkur, a lava 
rock formation.



On the 
way back 
we did a 

little 
beach 

clean-up



This little boat house is almost in the water, which has 
risen since the farmer’s father built it.



Dawn at Osar…







Milking time. 
Icelandic 

cattle are an 
ancient 
breed, 

unchanged 
since Viking 
settlement.



once the main 
port for the 

herring fishery, 
and still an 
important 

shipping center 
though remote 

by land!

Siglufjörður



We used the 
excellent bus system 

to get around- our 
driver to Siglufjörður

was a character. We hiked to the 
head of the fjord 
and up into the 

hills….





There’s a reforestation 
area up there- some trees 

were as tall as Chris!

and a tiny ski resort.



Akereryi is the main city in the 
North.  We made it our base to 

explore from.  We loved it!



There’s a lovely botanical 
garden there. The climate is 
surprisingly mild.  The only 
grapes we saw in Iceland 
were in this 
greenhouse!



Hrisey
is the island where pets and other incoming animals are 

quarantined- it’s also a sanctuary for ptarmigan.  
We took the ferry over.



Because there are no sheep there’s more vegetation 
than most places- thick heather moor



The Arctic Circle is on 
the horizon- it was a 
beautiful warm day.



Lake Myvatn is a region of intense volcanic activity.  We 
explored on bikes, this is the top of a long 10% grade.



This is the rift where the tectonic plates are moving 
apart!  Reach in and you can feel warmth.



Inside the crack is 
another world-

shrubs and ferns.



And underneath are caves with hot pools that people used to bathe in.  
They’ve gotten hotter recently so we couldn’t get in, we’d be cooked….



It’s a strange 
landscape 

where steam 
rises from 
the ground





Rettir!
the annual sheep round-up



The sheep are driven down from the hills



hundreds of sheep 
were funneled 

through the gate



The Icelandic horses are so beautiful



A horse and 
his boy





Geysir may be the 
one Icelandic word 
that’s made it into 

English. We didn’t see 
it erupt.

But this smaller one called 
Strokkur erupts about every 

8 minutes.  We enjoyed 
watching the Japanese 

tourists pose for it…



It was to be made into a 
hydroelectric station but was 

saved by this brave woman who 
promised to throw herself in rather 

than see it destroyed.

The giant waterfall 
Goðafoss



Skalholt is an ancient church site. You can see the 
excavation trenches. 



In the crypt under the modern church you can see relics 
from the 11th century, and walk the passage that led to 
the student’s quarters when it was a monastery school.



Sólheimar is a Global Eco-Village.
It’s an intentional community where 
developmentally-disabled adults live 
and work. We stayed in the beautiful 
guesthouse and visited the evening 
coffee-house.



The director gave us a 
wonderful tour. There is 

organic agriculture,



sale of crafts from recycled materials, 



and a new conference center that won an award for 
sustainable construction.



We’ll be back!


